AFTER THE BATTLE

lowed to carry the mails for Manila, and, with a
single exception, the consideration which I tried to
show was never abused. Commercially, the block-
ade was always vigorously enforced, and from May i
until the surrender of the city on August 13 the
great trade of Manila was entirely suspended.

When, on May 4, I sent the McCulloch to Hong
Kong with my cable reporting the victory* the Bos-
ton and Concord convoyed her beyond the Bocas.
This precaution, taken in view of the fact that
there were known to be over twenty Spanish gun-
boats stationed in various parts of the Philippines,
was soon deemed unnecessary, and all subsequent
trips were made without fear of molestation. When
she returned, on May n, bringing the news of
my promotion, with the congratulations of the
President and the secretary of the navy, the broad
pennant of a commodore was hauled down and a
rear-admiral's flag hoisted on board the Olympia.

Incidentally, I may say that the bundle of con-
gratulatory cables from chambers of commerce, clubs,
corporations, and individuals showing the enthusiasm
at home was even more surprising to my officers than
to me. There was a feeling in the squadron that,
after all, we were away from the main theatre of
war, which was in the Atlantic, where our battle-ship
squadron was also looking for the Spaniards. Pro-
fessional opinion sharing none of the public's fear
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